Hereditary cancers in obstetrics and gynecology.
The lack of information regarding the effectiveness of screening strategies, chemoprevention, or surgical prophylaxis, and the uncertainty regarding penetrance and risk modification has led many experts to recommend that genetic testing for BRCA1, BRCA2, and other cancer susceptibility genes be performed only in a research setting. Patients, however, are likely to increasingly request access to genetic testing and deserve up-to-date counseling about recent advancements in our knowledge. The primary care physician should concentrate on identifying women likely to be at high-risk for cancer for further referral, allowing the cancer genetics specialist to track down medical records, clarify the pedigree, discuss genetic testing, and provide access to the appropriate cancer specialist to discuss risk reduction.